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First we need to create the customer folder where the farm specific crop rotation/tillage 

files will be saved.

Click on Database and select Rearrange…



Double-click on managements



Then double-click on the CMZ63 

folder, or the CMZ folder your client is 

located in…



Then right-mouse click on the c. Other Local Mgt Records 

folder and select “New folder”



Rename the New Folder to your client’s farm name



My example client is the South View Farm

Click “Close” when finished



Click on the yellow clipboard to open 

the managements

We are going to build a crop rotation of corn silage followed by winter wheat haylage.

The tillage for the corn silage is spring tandem disk followed by a spike tooth harrow 

and the winter wheat is no-till drilled into the corn silage stubble.



Highlight the default file and click “Open” 

You might need to up 

scroll to find the 

default file…



Most of Kentucky is 

located in the Crop 

Management Zone 63

CMZ63



Click on the yellow folder to activate the rotation builder 



Click on the down arrow to find the first crop in the rotation



Click on the CMZ 63 a. Single Year/Single Crop Templates folder, then double 

click on the “Corn, Silage” subfolder…



Double-click on the ”Corn,silage,SD, CMZ63 file”…

SD = Spring disk FD = Fall disk

SC – Spring chisel FC = Fall chisel

SP = Spring plow FP = Fall plow

NT = No till



Now, we have the first crop in our rotation. Notice the dates and operations list.

We can make changes later to the operations and dates to match them to our client’s 

actual dates.

Click on the + tab to create the 

second year in the rotation.



Click on the down arrow and scroll down to find the Small Grain folder 



Double click on the Small Grain folder and find the “Wheat, winter, silage, NT, 63” file.



Double click on the “Wheat, winter, silage, NT, 63” file.

Double click on the “Wheat,winter,silage,NT;63” file.



Now, we have both crops in the rotation.

Click on the Apply/Close tab to open the rotation to make the 

necessary edits.

Now, we have both crops in our rotation.

Click on “Apply/Close” to open the entire rotation for edits.



Our client harvests the winter wheat in 5 inches height to improve soil health and to reduce soil 

erosion. Change the “Harvest, silage” file to “Harvest, small grain haylage 5 in ht” by clicking 

on the down arrow…



Adjust the yields for your client’s realistic yield goals by overwriting the yield values.We need to adjust the yields to the client’s realistic yield goals by overwriting the default yield values.



I entered 22 Tons for the corn silage and 14 Tons for the wheat silage. 



We need to change the second disking operation (4/6/2) to a spike tooth harrow operation to match our 

client’s actual tillage implementation schedule.

Click on the down arrow and find the “Harrow, spike tooth” file and double click on it.



Double click on the “Harrow, spike tooth” file.



We have a conflict with the starting date (4/1/2) and finishing date (5/1/3) of the crop rotation. The finishing 

date should be earlier then the starting date to make the crop rotation fluent. Lets adjust the dates to have a 

continuous crop rotation without a fallow year.



I adjusted the operation dates to match the last operation date to the first operation date. I had to delete 

the second insecticide application for the wheat for the new dates. 

I adjusted the operation dates to create a fluent continuous rotation.

I adjusted the operation dates to have a fluent continuous crop rotation without a fallow year.



Notice the time between the corn silage harvest and the wheat planting. We should take credit for the weed growth 

during this period that gives ground cover and reduces soil erosion. 



Hover over the small grey box in front of the date 8/15/2 – the cursor will turn into a black arrow – click on 

that grey box and the whole row will become highlighted. Now, click on the + button above the dates to 

duplicate that highlighted row.



Change the lower “Harvest, silage” row date to 8/16/2, then change the  “Harvest, silage” 

operation to “Begin weed growth”. 



Double click on “Begin weed growth”.



Change the “default” vegetation file to “Weeds, less than 3 mo growth”.



The crop rotation is now complete. Click on “File” on the top left and select “Save As…”



Double click on the CMZ 63 folder, then on the c. Other Local Mgt Records 

folder and double click on the South View Farm folder…



Double click on the South View Farm 

folder



Rename the default file to “Corn silage disked, winter 

wheat silage no-till”



Then click on the “Save” button.



Notice the file location indicated on the heading…



With the crop rotation complete, we are ready to conduct some soil erosion 

predictions using the RUSLE2 Worksheet. 

Continue with the RUSLE2 Worksheet User’s Manual to finish your RUSLE2 

learning curve.

For more info please contact Tibor Horvath at:

859-224-7413 or Tibor.Horvath@ky.usda.gov

I give you Soil 
Health!

mailto:Tibor.Horvath@ky.usda.gov

